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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN, AT THE OPENING OF ASSOCIATED 
S E C U R I T I E S ADELAIDE OFF I CE . 5 / 2 / 7 2 . 
MY LORD MAYOR, PARLIAMENTARY COLLEAGUES, L A D I E S AND GENTLEMEN: 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND WELCOME AND FOR ASKING ME TO OPEN TH I S F INE 
NEW B U I L D I N G . IN RETA IN ING DICKSON AND PLATTEN TO DES IGN THEIR 
ADELAIDE BASE, ASSOCIATED S E C U R I T I E S OBTAINED ARCHITECTS OF 
NATIONALLY-RENOWNED EXCELLENCE AND THE RESULTS SHOW CLEARLY WHAT 
A WISE CHOICE WAS MADE. 
TH I S BU ILD ING MAKES A BREAK WITH A NUMBER OF THE TRAD IT IONS WHICH 
HAVE GROWN UP IN THE DES IGN OF OFF ICE BU ILD INGS IN RECENT T I M E S . 
I T ' S A TWO-STOREY BU ILD ING NOT A SKYSCRAPER. AS SUCH I T WILL NEVER 
DOMINATE OUR S K Y L I N E . 
BUT IT I S ALREADY A TALKING POINT AMONG ARCHITECTS AND BU I LDERS . 
I T S DES IGN INCLUDES INTELL IGENT USE OF NEW MATERIALS SUCH AS I T S 
S P E C I A L WHITE CONCRETE WHICH D I S P E N S E S WITH THE USE OF PAINT AND 
THE F INE TIMBER IN I T S C E I L I N G AND WALLS. IT BLENDS EXTREMELY WELL 
WITH THE ENVIRONMENT OF HINDMARSH SQUARE AND THE USE OF OPEN COURTS 
MAKES MAXIMUM USE OF NATURAL LIGHT AND FRESH A I R . 
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IT I S GRATIFY ING TO SEE BU ILD INGS OF TH IS QUALITY GOING UP IN THE 
CENTRAL CITY AREA. UNFORTUNATELY, I T ' S SOMETHING WE DON 'T SEE OFTEN 
ENOUGH. ASSOCIATED S E C U R I T I E S BU I LD ING WILL , I ' M SURE, BE LOOKED ON 
KINDLY IN THE FUTURE. BUT HOW MANY OF THE OFF ICE BLOCKS - AND BLOCKS 
I S WHAT TOO MANY OF THEM ARE - BU ILT HERE IN THE PAST COUPLE OF 
DECADES WILL RATE MORE THAN A SHRUG OF THE SHOULDERS FROM THE 
NATIONAL TRUSTS OF THE FUTURE. 
THE GOVERNMENT I S MOST CONCERNED WITH WHAT APPEARS TO BE A 
DETERIORATING S ITUAT ION IN THE CITY AREA AND IN NORTH ADELA IDE . 
T H I S CONCERN I S , I KNOW, SHARED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AND WAS SHOWN 
BY TH I S WEEK ' S ANNOUNCEMENT THAT TOWN PLANNING CONSULTANTS ARE TO 
BE ENGAGED. I KNOW, TOO, THAT THE COUNCIL SHARES MY B E L I E F THAT IT 
I S E SSENT IAL THAT WE ACT QUICKLY I F THE QUALITY OF L I G H T ' S V I S I O N 
OF ADELAIDE I S TO BE RETA INED. V 
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SOUTH A D E L A I D E ' S R E S I D E N T I A L POPULATION I S CONTINUING TO DECL INE AT 
A TIME WHEN IT SHOULD BE R I S I N G . THERE I S ALSO A D ISASTROUS 
INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF UNDEVELOPED ALLOTMENTS, PR IVATELY AND 
PUBL ICLY OWNED WHICH ARE BEING GIVEN OVER TO CAR PARKS THUS 
ENCOURAGING THE FURTHER PROL IFERAT ION OF THE USE OF PR IVATE RATHER 
THAN PUBL IC TRANSPORT AND THE CONGESTION OF THE C I T Y . ELSEWHERE IN 
THE C ITY APPARENTLY UNREGULATED SMALL INDUSTRY A C T I V I T I E S ARE USING 
UP WHAT WOULD OTHERWISE BE PRIME R E S I D E N T I A L SECT IONS . 
IN ADDIT ION IN THE BU I LT -UP COMMERCIAL AREAS OF THE C ITY WE APPEAR 
TO BE DEALING WITH AN EVER INCREAS ING DEGREE OF OFF ICE AND RETA I L 
ACT IV I TY THAT PAYS SCANT REGARD TO AESTHETIC AND OTHER TOWN PLANNING 
P R I N C I P L E S SUCH AS EFFECT IVE S I TE -TO -HE IGHT RAT IOS , I NNER -C ITY 
TRANSPORT AND PARKING. 
THERE ARE EXCEPTIONS TO T H I S , OF COURSE. WE 'RE IN ONE OF THEM NOW. 
BUT AS A GENERAL P R I N C I P L E I ' D SAY THAT THE TREND IN RECENT YEARS HAS 
MADE CENTRAL ADELAIDE NOT SO MUCH THE HEARTLAND IT SHOULD BE, BUT 
RATHER AN A F T E R - F I V E WASTELAND. 
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THE GREATEST S INGLE FACTOR WHICH HAS LED TO TH IS S ITUAT ION I S , I 
B E L I E V E , OUR PAST REL IANCE ON P IECEMEAL PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
WITHOUT AN EFFECT IVE OVERVIEW, A MASTER PLAN FOR CITY CONSERVATION 
AND DEVELOPMENT. 
I B E L I E V E IT I S E S SENT IAL THAT THERE SHOULD BE SUCH A PLAN AND 
THAT THE CITY COUNCIL AND THE STATE GOVERNMENT SHOULD E STABL I SH A 
SMALL QUAL I F I ED ORGANISATION WHICH WOULD FRAME INTEGRATED PLANNING 
MEASURES TO PROVIDE, FOR ALL T IME , AN ATTRACTIVE I NNER -C ITY 
ENVIRONMENT. CERTAINLY IT I S E S SENT IAL THAT THERE BE A VERY HIGH 
DEGREE OF CO-OPERATION BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AND THE COUNCIL IN THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF PLANNING CONTROLS AND THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF 
R E S I D E N T I A L DEVELOPMENT. THE GOVERNMENT HAS A D IRECT AND IND IRECT 
INTEREST IN MANY OF THE MEASURES THAT WOULD BE INVOLVED AND THE 
HOUSING TRUST, TOO, HAS A D IRECT INTEREST . 
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THANKS TO COLONEL L I G H T ' S I N I T I A L GRAND SCHEME WE HAVE IN ADELA IDE , 
SOUTH AND NORTH, A SUPERBLY CONCEIVED CITY - POTENTIALLY ONE OF THE 
GREAT C I T I E S . IT WOULD BE A TRAGEDY I F WE SET OUR FACES AGAINST 
H I S I N S P I R A T I O N AND PERMITTED, BY DEFAULT, OUR CITY TO DECAY. 
S I R , IT I S EVIDENT FROM THE CARE WITH WHICH TH IS BU ILD ING WAS 
PLANNED AND BUILT THAT YOU SHARE MY CONCERN, I CONGRATULATE 
MR. SHANAHAN AND H I S STAFF, THE ARCHITECTS AND BU ILDERS ON A 
SPLEND ID NEW ADDIT ION TO HINDMARSH SQUARE AND THE CITY OF ADELA IDE , 
AND HAVE MUCH PLEASURE IN NOW O F F I C I A L L Y DECLARING IT OPEN. 
THANK YOU. 
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